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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THIS diſcourſe is ſent to the preſs in con- 
pliance with a requeſt preſented, in a manner 
that could not eafily be refuſed, by a number 
of young friends, to whom the Author is proud 
to acknowledge himſelf under the higheſt obli- | 
gations. By others, perhaps, his prudence © 
vill be called in queſtion ; ſince it 4will eaſily 
be diſcovered that he has made fo free a uſe 
7 Saurin's excellent diſcourſe on this ſubjef, 
(Tom. 1. þ. 438. Ed. de la Haye) that be 
can "ſcarcely claim a right to adopt the language 
of Cicero concerning Panætius, Multum ſe- 


cutus, non autem ſum interpretatus. 
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IT THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, NEITHER WILL 


THEY BE PERSUADED, THOUGH ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. | 


N the parable of which theſe words are 
L the concluſion, our Saviour repreſents 
to us the caſe of an unhappy perſon, 
who, while he ſolicits Abraham to em- 
ploy ſome new means of reclaiming his 
brethren, ſeems to wiſh, at the ſame time, 
to exculpate himſelf; and tacitly throws 
upon Providence the blame of having uſed 
only weak and ineffectual methods for his 
converſion and amendment. And Abra- 
ham is introduced as checking theſe unjuſt 
reproaches, and atteſting the ſufficiency of 
the ordinary methods of revelation and 
grace. ; 


This parable has been frequently quoted 
to prove many things with which, in my. 


| 1 6 1 a 
apprehenſion, it has very little to do. It 
ſeems to be neceſſary that we ſhould here 3 
remember, that a parable, or moral ſtory, 
is uſually brought to illuſtrate ſome one 
particular point; which purpoſe if it com- 
pletely anſwer; it is by no means ne- 
ceſſary that it ſhould be accurately and 

preciſely true in other reſpects. We may 
take the circumſtances of the ſtory, as we 
do the machinery of a dramatic or other 
performance, requiring only that they 
| contain nothing contrary to nature. The 
| particular point which this parable is to 

| illuſtrate is, certainly, the Sufficiency of 
= Revelation, as we have it, to produce con- 
viction; and as for other things, it does 
B not {ſeem intended to prove any thing 
1 about the exact time of the commencement 
| of future rewards and puniſhments, as it 
1 haas been made to do; any more than that 
1 the righteous are literally taken to Abra- 

| ham's boſom, or that there is ſuch a pre- 
| ciſe diviſion between the righteous and 
[ the wicked, that they may converle, but 
= not mix together: F an; . like. 


171 


The doctrine, then, of this PU 18 . 
included in the two following propoſitions: 


Fr RST, God has given, to the Revelation 


which he has addreſſed to us, characters 


of truth ſufficient to convince every rea- 
ſonable perſon, who will give himſelf the 


trouble of examining it. 0 


SECONDLY, God his enforced the pre- 


cepts which he has directed to be given to 
mankind, by thoſe motives which are moſt 
proper to incline us to comply with them. 


80 that neither the a nor the 
libertine have any right to demand, either 


A revelation more clear, or motives more 


effectual: to the evidences and ſanctions 


of which if they neglect to attend, we 


may be warranted in aſſerting, with the 
venerable patriarch in the text, Neither 
will they be Perſuaded, _ one. 24 from 
the dead. 


j 


The moſt numerous claſs of unbelievers 
are, probably, thoſe, who refuſe to admir 
| the 
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the truth of chriſtianity, becauſe they will 


| not give themſelves the trouble to examine 


But ſuch perſons as theſe have no juſt 


richt to aſk for ew proofs. If they had 


made that diligent enquiry, which God 


has eſtabliſhed as a neceſſary pre- requiſite 


to our partaking of any of his gifts, 


natural, moral, or religious; if they had 
weighed the proofs and examined the 
ſyſtem of religion, and found our faith 


abſolutely deficient in evidence, and its 


doctrines and precepts of trifling, or of no 


1mportance, their infidelity would be ex- 
cuſable. But if God hath revealed thoſe 


truths, which of all. others moſt eſſentially 
concern mankind, the certainty of a future 


ſtate of happineſs and miſery, with the 
means of avoiding the one and obtaining 


the other; if he hath been graciouſly 
pleaſed to remove this moſt important 


knowledge from the uncertain foundations 
of conjecture, and to fix it upon the well- 


eſtabliſhed baſis of fat; (not only in 


general, by the numerous miracles by 
which he enabled its great firſt preacher 
and hig immediate diſciples to confirm 

their 


f 3 1 


their abetkine, Sat by the particular fact 
of his own reſurrection, as an example and 
pledge of the future reſurrection of all 
men); if, laſtly, he hath left nothing 
wanting to the com plete authentication of 
theſe facts, either as to number or credi- 
bility in the witneſſes, or to opportunity 
in the age to which they addreſſed them- 
ſelves to detect an impoſture, if this had 
been one; if, after all, they will be at no 
pains to dig the field for the treaſure 
which is thus ſo liberally provided for 

them; if they will not ſo much as open 
their eyes upon the light which 1 is placed 
in {0 confpicuous a point of view; if they 
rather chooſe to devote their whole time 
to concerns of comparatively ſmall im- 
| portance, or to waſte it entirely in vain 

and childiſh amuſements, what right have 
they to complain of a deficiency of evi- 
dence; or what credit can we reaſonably 


give to their profeſſions of readineſs to 5 


receive the goſpel, would it pleaſe the 
8 to afford them further proof? 


5 . For 
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For e that God mould graut 
them the indulgence they require, let 
him even comply with the requeſt of the 
rich man in the parable, may we not 
eaſily juſtify the aſſertion, that the ſame 
degree of negligence, which ſtands at 
Preſent in the way of conviction, would 
prevent their being perſuaded, though one roſe 

from the dead. For even the apparition of 
the dead would draw after it a long train 
of difficulties and ſuſpicions, which would 
occaſion endleſs reflection and enquiry. In 
the firſt place, a man would naturally ex- 
amine, after the firſt ſurpriſe was abated, 
| whether he was certainly in his right mind, 
or whether what he ſaw was not a deluſion, 
ariſing from ſome diſorder of the brain, 


or ſome profound reverie. He would alſo, 


perhaps, think it neceſſary to examine, 
whether this was really a ſupernatural - 


* appearance, or raiſed by the craft of ſome 


leader of a party. He might, further, too, 
be led to ſuſpect, whether it was the work 
of a good, or an evil, being; whether it 


was a warning to convert, or a ſnare to 


deceive him. All theſe queſtions, and a 
thouſand 


l 

thouſand others which would naturally 
ariſe, would require much time and pains 
to inveſtigate and ſolve, They would re- 
quire that the merchant ſhould for a long 
time be leſs attached to his gains, that 
the libertine ſhould ſuſpend his pleaſures : 
they would require that each ſhould form 
a new ſet of acquaintance, with them- 
ſelves, with ſcripture, with hiſtory ; and 
acquire a totally new ſet of habits, of 
reaſoning, thought, and cool inveſtigation. 
Now the ſame degree of negligence which 
cauſes their preſent inattention, would 

prevent ſo immediate and total a change; 


and in the mean time the impreſſion of 


ſo unuſual an event would gradually wear 
away, till it ſunk to the level of thoſe 
plain hiſtorical facts, on which, at preſent, 
depends the evidence of the goſpel. Let. 
us then fay of the negligent unbeliever, 
Tf he hear not Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 


neither will he be perfuagea, though one 25 
from the dead. 


Theſe refletions will 8 apply to 
the gay and lively infidel, who being 
| quick 


[12 

quick at repartee, and * and poignant 
in his raillery, has learned the art of 
evading a ſound argument, by a witty 
remark, or a lively ſarcaſm ; and, having 
thus ſecured on his. ſide the ridicule of 
his companions, 18 eager to claim the 
triumphs of a victory, becauſe he has had 
the {kill to avoid a combat. Now it 1s 
eaſy to ſee that it is due neither from 
the juſtice nor the wiſdom of God to 
favour ſuch a man with new proofs of 
revelation, Not from his juſtice : for how 
can he who, to obtain a reputation for wit 
and talents, or to render. himſelf agreeable 
to a profligate company, makes a practice 
and boaſt of turning into ridicule the moſt 
important truths, the proper evidence of 
which he has not vouchſafed to examine, 
how can he expect that God ſhould change 
for his ſake the methods of his providence 
and grace? Neither is it due from his 
wiſdom, for the reaſons we aſſigned when 
treating of the negligent unbeliever. In 
addition to which, we may aſk with what 
face he can go among his witty acquain- 


tance with the Rory of fo ſtrange an” 


raren * 


1 31 

apparition; or what reception they will 
give to the relater of it? Will they who 
ridicule the teſtimony of ſome of the beſt 
and wiſeſt men, confeſſedly, that the 

world ever ſaw, when they ſolemnly de- 
 clare that they have ſeen a dead man 

raiſed to life, that they have converſed 
with him for forty days, and been wit- 
neſſes to his gradual aſcenſion into heaven, 
in the open day, when they themſelves 
were perfectly compoſed and in their right 
minds, —will theſe men, I ſay, receive 
with reſpect the idle tale of a viſion, 
which has appeared, perhaps, for once, 
and gone back again in a hurry, before 
the ſpectator knew whether he was him- 
ſelf or not; a tale, too, palmed upon 

them by one, whom they have known 
to. be remarkable for pleaſant jokes and 
farcaſtic banter? No: On the other hand, 
% may we not eaſily imagine what gay 
“ and lively things will be fazd upon 
* the occaſion, which will cut with fo 
“ much the keener edge, as they will be 
directed againſt one, who himſelf has 
„ taken the ſame libertics, They will be 

| 1 | cc ſure 
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ſure to put him in mind of his own 


waking thoughts, and will encounter 


him with the ſame ridicule and ſcorn 


which he has himſelf employed againſt 
others; till they have made him aſham- 
ed, firſt to vouch for, and afterwards 
to credit, a ſtory, which he himſelf 


would not have believed, upon the re- 
lation of another and which, perhaps, 


for his own conduct's ſake, he ſecretly 
| wiſhes were not true.“ 


But let us proceed to thoſe whom their 


own bad paſſions have led into unbelief: 
of whom it muſt be confeſſed that the 
number is very great. It naturally occurs 
to the mind to enquire, what is the reaſon 
why, on other ſubject of curious ſpecu- 
lation, they readily acquieſce } in a certain 
degree of evidence, while in matters of 
religion they are determined to ſee noth- 
ing in the midſt of the cleareſt light. 

But there is an obvious anſwer, —which 


the more you conſider, you cannot fail 


do be the more convinced of its truth. — 


that 
* Atterbury, vol. 1. p. 56. 


E 
| that this wonderful difference proceeds 


entirely from the former ſet of ſubjeQs 


having nothing to do with the inclinations 


and paſſions, whereas the latter materially 
concerns them. Whether the ſun turns 


round the earth, or the earth revolves 
with the reſt of the planets; whether 


matter is ſuſceptible of infinite diviſion; 


whether there is a void in nature, or 
nature abhors a vacuum; whatever ſide 


we take in theſe queſtions, we may ſtill be 
covetous, proud, or ambitious; we may 


ſtill be negligent in our various duties; 
we may ſtill be careleſs, fathers, diſobe- 


dient - children, unfaithful friends. But 
whether there be, or not, a God in 


heaven, whoſe inviſible eye obſerves our 
actions, and penetrates our very thoughts; 
whether he bath appointed a day in which 
be will judge the world in righteouſnefs, by 

that man whom he hath ordained ; 9 e 
queſtions interfere- with our prejudices 
and paſſions, and with the conduct which 


they determine us to purſue; ſo that it 
becomes our intereſt, if theſe be evil, to 
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try to anſwer fuch queſtions in the ne- 
_ [#9 8 


Suck are che anbelkeren from the pre- 


valetice of ungoverned paſſions. And with 
reſpect to theſe it is eaſy to prove, that 


the moſt extraordinary interpofitions, even 
ſuch as that referred to the text, would 
be inſufficient to convince them. For it 


is not for want of ſtrength that the proofs 


they have already are rejected, but for 
want of a ſincere and diſintereſted mind. 
« He that ſhuts His eyes againſt a ſmall 
e light, ſays an excellent writer, on 


Mm -purpoſe to avoid the fight of what is 
"2 diſagreeable, would, for the fame reaſon, 


«< ſhut them againſt the ſun itſelf. The 
« truth is, ſuch a man underſtands by his 
& will; and believes a thing to be true of 


* alle merely as it agrees or difagrees 
G with a VIORht inclination.” | 


4 e Lan us two ftriking examples, 
the one in the Old, the other in the New, 
Veamlent; of the little ſucceſs to be ex- 
9952 pected 


* Atterbury, p. 51. 


1 

pected from ſending for a meſſenger from 
the dead to perſons of this diſpoſition. 
When Saul, by his folly and miſconduct, 
had ſo effectually incurred the Divine diſ- 
pleaſure, as to be deprived of all the 
means of communion with God, which 
were permitted during that age, he added 
to his former preſumption and diſobe- 
dience, by attempting to avail himſelf of 
the impoſture of a woman, who, pre- 
tended, by the aid of a familiar ſpirit, 
to uſe the language of thoſe times, to call 
up the dead from the repoſe of the grave: 
as if the dead were leſs dependent upon 
God than the living; or as if he could 
expect to hear that from any other power, 
' which was expreſsly denied him by the 
Almighty. Whatever ſuppoſition we may 
adopt on the ſubject of this ſtrange rela- 
tion; whether we ſuppoſe the prophet 
himſelf to have appeared, or whether a 
phantom only, or whether, as to me ſeems 
moſt probable*, we conclude the whole to 
have been a fraud of the woman, it is 
Ws CG equally 

ee Vandale de Divinationibus Idololatricis ſub Veteri 
Teſtamento. c. ix. or Le Clerc in 1 Sam. xx vii. 


1 1 
equally certain that Saul was himſelf per- 
ſuaded that ſhe had brought up Samuel, 
that he heard the prophet really reprove 
and threaten him, and that he was 
ſtrongly moved and ſhocked by it, for 
we read that he fell along upon the earth, | 
and was + fore afraid; yet his temper and 
conduct are in no reſpect improved; he 
neither confeſſes his ſins nor implores 

their forgiveneſs; but ruſhes headlong 


upon his fate, with a heart more deſperate 
and hardened than before. 


Our ſecond example ſhall be taken from 
the conduct of the unbelieving Jews, in 
the time of Jeſus Chriſt. This excellent 
perſon condemned, in his diſcourſes, the 
prejudices of the ſynagogue, declaimed 
againſt the vices of the rulers, and un- 
maſqued, with great addreſs, the hypocriſy 
of the phariſees, Their rage and fury 
being thus excited, they examined his 
doctrine for nothing but to oppole it; 
they bent all their thoughts to accompliſh 
his deſtruction; and for this purpoſe they 
laid ſnares for his innocence, ſearched 

n 
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diligently to have found any weakneſs in 
his doctrine, and took every poſlible - 
means to convince. themſelves and others 
of the falſhood of his pretenſions. They 
interrogated him in religion, in politics, 
in morals ; but the wiſdom of his anſwers 
baffled all their deſigns. They examined 
his conduct, and found nothing but what 
was perfectly good. They ſifted his whole 
converſation, but found it always with 
grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt —Still all this was 
not ſufficient; they ſought of him 4 /n 
- from heaven: If he be ſent of God,” ſaid 
they, © let him produce the proper proofs 
« of his miſſion. Well; Jeſus reſtored 
health to the ſick, and ae a e to 
the lunatic; he calmed the rage of the 
winds and waves, and controuled all the 
laws of nature, But paſſion ſuggeſted a 
ready anſwer, He caſteth out devils by the 
prince of the devils. —Lazarus, however, being 
raiſed from the dead, was a living witneſs 
in the midſt of them in his favour : There- 
fore the chief prieſts conſulted how they might 
fut Lazarus ts death, becauſe that by reaſon 
a of 


ds 


of | bim many of the Dewi went away, an 
believed on Te fs. 


1 This is a natural repreſentation of the 
impaſſioned unbeliever. Paſſion makes 
him blind to the cleareſt proofs. It is 
impoſſible to convince a man who 271. 
not be convinced: ſuch a man ol not 
be perſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 
A diſpoſition eſſential to the knowledge of 
the truth, is to have a mind prepared for 
the practice of virtue, The ſecret of the 
Lord is for them that fear him. If any 
man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
doctrine. But this is the condemnation, that 
| light is come into the world, but men have 
loved darkneſs rather than light, becau fe their 


deeds Were evil, 


We come now to the Shilofophical un- 
believer, who, profeſſing to be animated 
by no other deſire than that of diſcovering 
the truth, wherever it may be found, has 
not been able to obtain ſufficient evidence 

of the truth of chriſtianity. © The doc- 
© trines of the chriſtian church,” he ſays, 
© are. 


« 


[ 21 ] 


are full of contradictions and abſurdi- 


fleſh; another that three are one; a 


ties, phyſical, numerical, and moral; 
one party maintaining that bread is 


third that the wiſeſt and beſt of beings, 


has choſen and rejected his creatures, 
without any regard to their wiſdom or 


goodneſs; and a fourth that the only 


way of ſatisfying juſtice is to puniſh 


the innocent for the guilty: the doc- 
trine, beſides, of the reſurrection of the 


dead, is ſo contrary to all experience, 


that until I can really ſee an inſtance 
of one that has riſen from the dead, 
I muſt be excuſed from yielding up 
my full aſſent to it.” — Now with reſpect 
to the charge of contradictions and ab- 


ſurdities, it is eaſy to reply that the 
chriſtianity of the New Teſtament has 


nothing to do with the notions of ſpe- 
culative writers, or the creeds of parti- 


cular churches; and that it eſpecially 
becomes a philoſopher, who aſpires to 
the character of a fair and candid en- 


quirer, to have recourſe to the original 
record, rather than to the comments and 
__ enlargements 


— N 


1 


enlargements of others; and not to judge 


of the qualities of the ſpring by taking 
up the waters at a diſtance from their 
ſource.— And as to the evidence which 


our philoſopher requires, it has already 
been granted in ſufficient abundance. 
Our Saviour raiſed the ruler's daughter, 
the widow's ſon, and Lazarus; the firſt 
after ſhe had juſt expired, the ſecond while 
he was carrying to the grave, and the third 
after he had been ſome time buried: 
And all the Apoſtles are witneſſes that 
Chriſt himſelf is riſen from the dead. 
Theſe things we did not, indeed, ſee done; 
but the accounts of them are ſo authentic, 
that we have no more reaſon to doubt 


of their reality. than if we had. © For 
though no evidence affects the fancy ſo 
« ſtrongly as that of ſenſe, yet there are 
„ others which as fully ſatisfy the reaſon ; 
“ ſo that there are many diſtant matters 
* of fact, of which we are as certain as 


« of what has happened before our eyes : 


6 the concurring teſtimony of ſo many 
« witneſles, every way qualified to inform, 


1 and having no intereſt in ee en us, 


« and 


A 


8-1 
& 2nd even ſealing their teſtimony with 
their blood, rendering it morally, as we 
« ſpeak, or, as we might ſpeak, abſolutely, 
* jmpoſſible, that their teſtimony ſhould 
« be falſe *. 


wi ſays the philoſopher, but they 
might have been deceived themſelves. 


But conſider, if they were deceived, it 
was not one perſon only (as would 
be the caſe with you, if you obtained 
what you wiſhed), but twelve Apoſtles; 
not only twelve Apoſtles, but five hundred 
brethren ; not only five hundred brethren, 
but all thoſe, in every place, who were 
witneſſes to the miracles that were wrought 
in atteſtation of it. If you aſſert this, you 
muſt at the ſame time grant, that this 
multitude of perſons, in other reſpects 
ſenſible men, had their heads all turned 
together with ſo ſtrange a malady, as to 
make them believe they ſaw what they 
ſaw not, that they heard what they heard 
not, that they converſed with a man with 


whom 
LAtterbury, p. 61. 
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whom they did. not converſe, and were 
witneſſes co miracles which were never 
wrought. You muſt grant that they per- 
ſiſted in this extravagance, not for an hour 
or a day, but for forty days together; 
and for the whole of their lives afterward. | 


But let us make a.ſecond ſuppoſition, 
that the Apoſtles, and all concerned with 
them, were impoſtors. If they were im- 
poſtors, you muſt grant, that there 
have been, not only one, but many men 
in the world, who were of a nature ſo 
totally different“ from the reſt of mankind, 

as 


*The argument from the uniformity of human nature 
is ſet in ſo clear a light by Dr Prieſtley, in the addreſs 
to Philoſophical Unbelievers, which concludes his preface to 
the new edition of his Experiments, that I truſt I ſhall be 
excuſed for making a pretty long extract: 
« As philoſophers, the queſtion between us is, whoſe faith, 
« ſtrictly ſpeaking, is more agreeable to preſent appearances. 
% Whatever we may think of an author of nature, and of 
« his attention to it, we equally believe in the uniformity 
« of the laws of nature, and that man, whoſe conſtitution is a 
« part of the ſyſtem of nature, was the ſame kind of being 
« two thouſand years ago that he is now; as much as that 
« a horſe of that age, or an oak-tree of that age, had the 
« {ame properties with the horſes and oaks of the preſent. 
| “Con- 
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#s to chooſe to ſuffer impriſonment, tor- 


ture, diſgrace, and even death itſelf, for 
the purpoſe of giving a ſanction to a lie. 


You muſt grant that they had none of 


them a ſpark of common ſenſe; for that, 


(LI 


6c 


having a deſign to impoſe upon the world, 


D they 


Conſequently, whatever was poſſible with reſpeQ to man 
in any former period, is equally poflible now. 
“ But will any man, who gives a moment's attention to 


the ſubject, ſay that it is even pgſſible that ſeveral thouſand 
perſons, in London or Paris, could be made to believe that 
any man in London or Paris, died and roſe from the dead 


in their own life-time, that they ſhould perſiſt in this per- 


ſuaſion through life, without ſhewing any ſign of inſanity, 


that they ſhould gain numerous proſclytes to their opinion, 
though it ſubjected all who embraced it to all kinds of 


perſecution, and even to death; and that the belief of it 


ſhould eſtabliſh itſelf againſt all oppoſition, without any 
perſon being able to detect the impoſition ? | 
« Now I apprehend that this might take place even more 


eaſily in London, or in Paris, at this day, than it could 


have done at Jeruſalem in the time of our Saviour. Human 
nature could not have been the ſame thing then that we 
find it to be at preſent, if mankind could have been ſo 


impoſed upon. This I therefore think abſolutely incredible, 
and conſequently, as the leſs difficulty of the two, as believ- 
ing a thirg much leſs improbable, I admit the truth of the 


goſpel hiſtory, the admiſſion of which makes the ſubſequent 
account of the propagation of chriſtianity (which all hiſtory, 
and even the preſent ſtate of things, proves to be true) 
perfectly "7 and natural, Adzatting theſe leading facts, 


60 all | 
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_ they have ated in a manner the leaſt 
likely to impoſe upon it; the time, the 
place, the witneſſes, every circumſtance, 


being in all reſpects contrived for the diſ- 
covery of the impoſture, if it was one. 
The time was the time preſent, when 
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all the reſt follows of courſe, and all things came' to be as 
they are without any farther miracle. But real miracles we 
muſt have ſomewhere, in order to account for the preſent 
ſtate of things; and if we muſt admit miracles, let them be 
ſuch as have a great object, and not ſuch as have no object at 
all, but only ſerve to puzzle and confound us. 


The hiſtory of the Jews, and the books of the Old Teſta- 


ment, furniſh many fas, which no hypotheſis beſides that 
of the divine origin of their religion can explain, Let the 
philoſopher only admit as a poſtulatum that Jews are, and 
always were, men, conſtituted as other men are, and let him 
not deceive himſelf, by conſidering them as beings of another 
ſpecies. All I wiſh in this reſpect is, that perſons who 
pretend to the character of philoſophers, would be ſo through- 
out, and carry the fame ſpirit into the ſtudy of hiſtory, and 
of human nature, that they do into their laboratories ; firſt 
aſſuring themſelves, with reſpect to fads, and then ex- 
plaining thoſe facts by reducing them to general principles 
(which, from the uniformity of nature, muſt be univerſally 
true) and then I ſhall have no doubt of their becoming as 
firm believers in chriſtianity as myſelf. They will find no 
other hypotheſis, that can explain ſuch appearances as they 
cannot deny to be real. Let philoſophers now ſay, whether 
there be reaſon in this or not.” 
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every one might enquire for himſelf; 
the place was Jeruſalem, where every 
one might enquire for himſelf; the wit- 
neſſes were men that, from their former 
conduct, were evidently the worſt qua- 
lified that could poſſibly be to ſupport a 
falſhood, and to act their parts conſiſtently 
with it for ſo long a time, and in ſo 
public a manner. But beſides the con- 
trivers of this plot being ſo fooliſh, you 
muſt grant, moreover, that their enemies 
were in the plot with them, and aſſiſted 
them to carry on the cheat. You muſt 
grant that the Jews, the Chriſtians, and 
the Heathens, divided as to every other 
ſubject, had agreed with reſpect to this; 
ſince there was no one in their own times 
that ever convicted them What do I ſay? 
there was no one in their own times that 
ever accuſed them—of bearing a falſe teſti- 
mony. Into what a number of abſurditics 
would this ſuppoſition of their impoſture 
lead us ! 


May we ' not, then, conclude, even 
againſt the philoſophical unbeliever, that 
It 
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1 
if the ordinary proofs, the ſanding reve- 
lation, be not ſufficient to convince him, 


even additional miracles cannot ee 
be expoſed to do it? 


Let us now juſtify the doctrine of our 
text againſt thoſe who demand new mo- 


tives to repentance, as we have attempted 
to do in anſwer to thoſe who require new 
motives to belief. 


* We believe,” ſay theſe perſons, © the 


„ truths of religion, but are ſeduced by 


4 


the ſnares which ſurround us on all 
* ſides. Our, evil inclinations, lead us 
« aſtray, and the examples of others give 
a ſanction to our folly. But a new 
manifeſtation of divine power would 
awaken our attention, and put us upon 
% our guard; thus 7% ing unto us, that 
“% we come not into any place of torment.” 
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Now in the firſt place I am apt to diſ- 


pute the effect which ſuch an appearance 
would produce. For ſhall we fuppoſe it 
to happen frequently, or only ſeldom ? If 


it 


- 4. W- 4 


it happened every day, it would preſently 
' loſe its whole force, and ſink down to a 
level with the ordinary diſpenſations of 
Providence, which are not more wonder- 
ful, but, only from their commonneſs, leſs 
ſtriking, than ſuch extraordinary events as 
are required: ſo that they who, at pre- 
ſent, are ſo little ſtruck with the grand 
and awful, or the beautiful and kind, 
operations of God, in the earth, the air, 
and the fky, and in all thoſe different pro- 
ductions which, while they demonſtrate 
the power and ſkill of their Creator, 
preach to the whole intelligent creation 
the duties which they owe to him, would 
equally harden their hearts againſt the 
voice even of the dead, if this ſhould ſo 


frequently exhort them to repentance. 


But ſuppoſing this prodigy more rare: 
then that, in all likelihood, would happen, 
which they experience on other occaſions 
of alarm. They would be ſtruck with 
terror for the moment ; but preſently the 

impreſſion would vaniſh, and they would 
relapſe into vice. We ſee every day, in 
the world around us, ſufficient examples 


| of 


1 
of this. There are events, which muſt 
infallibly occur to thoſe who proceed in 
a courſe of vice, ſcarcely leſs ſtriking and 
awful, certainly more rationally calculated 
to produce conviction, than the return of 
a dead man from the. grave. They ſee 
thœir companions in vice tormented with 
the moſt excruciating. and loathſome diſ- 
eaſes, and thus by gradual ſteps ap- 
proaching the brink of deſtruction: or 
they behold them ſuddenly cut off, 
by acute diſtempers; by accidents, the 
conſequence of their own exceſſes; or by 
ſuicide, the effect of frantic rage and diſ- 
appointment. They feel, perhaps, the 
warning brought more home ſtill: the 
approach of ſickneſs excites the apprehen- 
fion of death; the terrors of conſcience 
awaken the ſtings of remorſe; and their 
petitions for the return of health and the 
continuance of life, are accompanied, for 
the time, with the fincereſt reſblutions of 
repentance. Now are not all theſe things 
meſſengers from the dead ? Yet how ſoon 
do they return to their former habits, 
when the ſtrength of the alarm has abated! 
DE 


6 


1 17 


In the ſecond place, a man who is per- 
ſuaded of the divine authority of religion, 


and yet, in ſpite of this perſuaſion, perſiſts 


in his impenitence, has already ſo far 
hardened his heart, that you can ſcarcely 
expect him to be influenced by any new 
motives. For what is the train of ſenti- 


ments which poſſeſſes his, mind? © I be- 


lieve that there is a God, who obſerves 
my actions, and that none even of my 


thoughts can eſcape his notice; I believe 


that in his power are the inftruments 


of vengeance, and that he can at any 


time overwhelm me by an act of his 
will. Ought not reflections fo awful to 
keep me continually within the ſtrict 
line of duty? No: I will fin, though 


in his prefence, who is greater than all; 
I will provoke him to jealouſy, as if I 
were ſtronger than he.—I believe that 
God entertains for me and all his crea- 


tures a love which paſſeth undenſtanding; 
that to him I owe my faculties, both of 
body and mind, and all the bleſſings 
which render life delightful; I believe, 
moreover, that he has ſent his ſon to 
* 


1 
1 % lead me to truth and virtue, and to 
W offer me a glorious unmortality; and 
| “ ſurely ſuch reflections ſhould make me 
« bluſh at my ingratitude; and diſpoſe | 
e eme to conſecrate my life to his ſervice, 
| who has made ſuch a gracious proviſion 
= “ for me. But no: I will refiſt theſe. 
| « engaging' motives, I will baniſh the 
* thoughts of ſuch conſtant and unwearied 
1 “ mercies, at the hazard of provoking my 
[ | _ *& benefactor to wrath; I will ſtifle the 
[ © remorſe which my ingratitude excites, 
and endeavour to learn to fin with con- 
* fidence.—I believe there is a heaven, 
ce prepared for the virtuous; that in the 
&« preſence of God there is fulneſs of joy, and 
« at his right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
„ more. The idea of ſo perfect and glo- 
“ rious a felicity ought to raiſe me above 
&« the pleaſures of the world; theſe /oun- 
* fains of pure and living water ought to 
« make me forſake my broken cifterns, 
&« which can hold no water. Still I will go 
©. on to ſacrifice nviible things to viſible, 
„the delights of virtue to the pleaſures of 
« fin, an eternal weight of glory to the un- 
5 ee 
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e certain enjoyment of tranſient pleaſure. 
I believe there is a hell prepared for 
the impenitent, where they will ſuffer 
the moſt grievous and laſting ſorrows; 
that theſe ſorrows are denounced againſt 
« myſelf; and that it reſts with myſelf to 
& eſcape or to endure them. Still I diff 
* dain to be thoughtful about my: ſtate z 
for the triumph of pleaſing the ignorant 
and vain, for the poſſeſſion of empty 
and deceitful pleaſures, I am content to 


cloſe my 1 inn the dangers Which 
« ſurround me,” 


0 
— 


Thus reaſons the ſinner ks believes, 
bat ſtill continues impenitent. Now. what 
prodigies ſhall be great enough to move a 
mind like this? Shall God give more 
than heaven and immortality? Shall he 
hold out terrors more alarming than hell 
and miſery? 


And thus it appears, that the ſufficiency 
of the evidence which God has already 
provided for the chriſtian religion; and 
the awful ſanctions which he has annexed 

1 to 


* * 
—— tiene — —— 9 — 


* from the dead. 
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to its laws, may be clearly ſhewn; Thus 
may we *©* juſtify the ways of God to 


« man,” in oppoſition to the complaints 


of the impenitent and unbelieving. Theſe 


men have Chriſt and his Apoſtles, /et them 
aſk them. , they hear not theſe witneſſes, 
neither will they be ferſuaded, thou gb one 


TMJ 
POSTSCRIPT. 


The evidence of the reſurrection of Jeſus - 
Chriſt, has been lately propoſed in fo 
maſterly a manner by the excellent writer 
referred to in page 24, in a ſermon, firſt. 
preached in the Aſſembly Room, at Buxton, 
that 1 ſhould think myſelf inexcuſable if I 
did not here recommend it to the peruſal of 
my readers; who, if they ſhould thereby 
be induced to proceed to his Inflitutes of 
- Natural and Revealed Religion, and his 
Letters to a Philoſophical Unbeliever, will, L 
have no doubt, join with me in lamenting 
the late wanton and unprovoked deſtruc- 
tion of his books and papers, as being an 
equal loſs to the chriſtian world, with that 
of his apparatus, to the p/lo/ophical. 


, * 


M. B. E. Humble has procured a number 
J Copies of the above Diſcourſe, price 15. 64 


| Shortly will be publiſhed, 


I. SERMONS, by the late Rev. PHILIP 


HOLLAND, of Bolton, in Lancaſhire. 


II. ' New Periodical Work, entitled 
THE CHRISTIAN MISCELLANY; 


ſubſcriptions for which will be received by 


any of the Bookſellers in Newcaſtle. 


